
On newspapers in Malta 

 
The Republic of Malta currently has no woman editor-in-chief in any of its major print newspapers. 
 
Despite this, it is true that there are women who have helped in shaping the contemporary Malta, 
and some of them have acted from the so-called “fourth estate”. 
 
Times of Malta is one of the most paradigmatic examples in this regard. The nation's oldest and most 
read newspaper —founded by the Anglo-Maltese Strickland family in 1935— had a woman as its first-
ever editor-in-chief, Ms. Mabel Strickland, who later became a prominent politician.  
 
In the same way, the country's second largest newspaper, The Malta Independent, has recently been 
led by a woman, Ms. Rachel Attard, who worked there as editor-in-chief for two years (from 2017 
to 2019). 
 
In recent times, also Ms. Sylvana Debono, editor-in-chief of the online Newsbook, played an 
important role in the publishing field. She was elected president of The Institute of Maltese 
Journalists (IĠM) in July 2020 and is the first woman to hold this position in the history of the 
institution. 
 
In addition to the above, there are other two cases of women whose work in the press deserve to be 
highlighted: 
 
The first case is that of Ms. Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca, President of Malta from 2014 to 2019. 
Although her public relevance is mainly due to her role as president of the Country, she was 
previously editor of the Labour Party's newspaper Il-Ħelsien (now replaced by the weekly newspaper 
Kullħadd). 
 
Then, it is very important to mention Ms. Daphne Caruana Galizia. In 2017, she was murdered 
in circumstances supposedly related to her work as a journalist, attracting the attention of the 
international press since existing links between the alleged murderers and the Government of Malta 
were uncovered. During her professional career, she was associate editor of The Malta Independent 
and founding editor of Taste&Flair, a monthly lifestyle magazine. 
 
The genders of the chief editors among the main Maltese printed newspapers1 are shown in Table 1 
below2: 
 

TABLE 1 
 

Newspaper 

% 
Respondents 
(June 9 – 
June 18) 
(EMCS) 

Languaje of 
pubblication 

Political 
alignment 

Publishing 
group 

Gender 
editor-in-
chief 
(name) 

Times of 
Malta 

53 English Conservative Allied Group 
Male 
(Herman 
Grech) 

                                                           
1 The data comes from the survey commissioned by Times of Malta and conducted by the market research company ECMS 
between 9 June and 18 June 2020 among 376 respondents who were asked to answer the following question: “From where 
do you get information on issues facing Malta?” Further information on the survey can be found on Times of Malta website: 
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/times-of-malta-is-countrys-most-popular-news-site-and-paper-survey.800391 
[Date Consulted: 6 November 2020]. Although the object of this report is not directly related to the number of readers of 
one newspaper or another as long as the newspapers present are representative of a country's press at any given time, the 
reader is invited to take into account the possible subjectivity of the percentages indicated in Table 1. 
2 Only printed generalist newspapers have been considered. However, no distinction has been made between daily (Times 
of Malta, The Malta Independent, In-Nazzjon, L-Orizzont) and Sunday newspapers (It-Torċa), or even biweekly (Malta 
Today). 

https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/times-of-malta-is-countrys-most-popular-news-site-and-paper-survey.800391


The Malta 
Independent 

15 English 
Liberal-
conservative 

Standard 
Publications 
Ltd. 

Male (Neil 
Camilleri) 

In-Nazzjon 10 Maltese Conservative 
Media.Link 
(Nationalist 
Party) 

Male (Joe 
Cassar) 

Malta Today 10 English 
Liberal, 
centre-left 

MediaToday 
Male 
(Matthew 
Vella) 

It-Torċa3 8 

Maltese Labour 

 

Union Print 
Co. (General 
Workers’ 
Union) 
 

Male 
(Victor 
Vella) 

L-Orizzont 8 

 

In the light of the data contained in Table 1 above, some facts can be inferred: 

(1) There are currently no women at the helm of Malta's major printed newspapers working as 

editors-in-chief. 

 

(2) The absence of women in this position is not due to the language of the publication (English 

or Maltese), nor the political orientation (right wing oriented or leftish), nor the periodicity 

(daily, weekly or biweekly) or the publishing group. 

 

(3) With reference to the language of the publication, the main Italian newspaper on the island, 

Corriere di Malta (not listed in Table 1 above), has Ms. Maria Grazia Strano as its deputy 

editor, although the editor-in-chief is of male gender, Mr. Dario Morgante. 

 

(4) The business press shows a similar picture: the Malta Business Weekly (linked to The Malta 

Independent) is led by Mr. Noel Grima, while the Business Today (linked to Malta Today) 

is led by Mr. Saviour Balzan. 

 

The public reach of the lack of women in such positions, while it may in itself be an indicator of a 

lack of equality, is difficult to determine, as the press does not seem to have much influence in the 

Maltese society. According to the survey conducted by EMCS and commissioned by Times of Malta 

(see footnote n0. 1), only 8% of the respondents inquire through newspapers. This percentage is 

significantly lower than that of people who get information through television (58%), social networks 

(41%) and even radio (10%)4. However, it may be also true that, if the written press has this little 

relevance, then the fate of Ms. Caruana Galizia would have been different. 

 

                                                           
3 It-Torċa and L-Orizzont are sister newspapers, the first being a Sunday newspaper and the latter a daily newspaper. 
4 Please note that only 376 people were interviewed out of a population of approximately half a million. The sample size 
may not be statistically representative. 


